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“’Eleni’ and ‘A Place for Us’ are verbal
paintings of a particular time, place and
people, all of which are faded now,” explains
author Nicholas Gage. And like any painting
of enduring worth, his written photograph of
his family’s immigrant experiences touches
upon and explores several eternal themes - the
search for one’s father, the meaning of family
and of home, and the exhilarating but often
turbulent and painful adventure of coming to
live in a new land. '
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culties in Greece: and the United

immortalizes his

L ) known Father,” . immortalizes
Rigfather. - . ooiuoiies

- Just as “Eleni” captivates the |
~ reader with its emotionally; vivid
portrayal of Eleni and her children

- and-those who shaped the family’s

" fate in Greece, “A Place for Us”

. teveals the inner struggles and

complex dilemma facing the fam-.
Cilyein. the Unit
of Eleni Gatzoyiannis in America
s the recollection of an irimigrant
~who arrived at mid-century, ‘old
. enough to be molded by the. tradi- -
' tions left behind but young enough
to ‘belong in- the new. world. The

particular -calamities, heartaches,

. . and trivmphs in ‘these: pages are
Pt not unique to-my sisters and me,
T - but our odyssey is as old-as the na-
" tion: the arduous journey across
*the bridge that separates an old fa-
miliar world from a new and
frightening one, to find a place for

_ourselves on the other side.”
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~ “Eleni’ and. ‘Af‘PIége"—, for Us
are verbal paintings of a particular -
time; place and people,. all’ of

* edged and to be acce
 peers will- ring a familiar - bell to.
- many Greek American readers.
'jGage%fsi’stﬁl:s-Zf#cef~$i§jﬂatj hur-
: Jites but their adjustment Process-

e

 The ‘books are“a téstameﬁt»to |
 the enduring strength of the Gat- .
soyiannis family as they face diffi-" |

States, as well as a'memorial to the .

al Story,” Ni-

_. Jnited  States. Gage |
“writes: “This story of the children®

0] all the
children ..." seemed bigger”" than

school, Nicholas finds that Z

! both he and his -sister” combined.
‘As if ‘this didn’t make him feel

“enough like an-outsider, because
he doesn’t know English, he is

|~ placed: i classes: for-the: mentally
" retarded. His subsequent efforts to

have his intelligence acknowl-
»e accepted by his.

i & complicated by the fact of being

Jemale. The -Old World restric-

tionsfqn:wdmen'did_inotfeyaporate‘ .
simply’ because : the sisters’ now
ﬁve"don'rAﬂierican'sc}ilf.;Gage"sﬂsis- :
ters, like:many. other Greek Amer-

;can-women, struggle with the ten-
sions between the strict Puritanical
lues Of their Greek village: and
the more modern expectations for.
women. in-_the United States.
Gage’s descriptions of the some-
times irresolvable ;c}sonﬂicts “be-
ween the old and the new stan-

dards for women are written with
such. clatity and such compassion
that they would meet the approval

of even the most exacting teacher
of the psychology of women. @

Of all the sisters; Olga, the el-
dest, adheres-most closely to the
traditional role for women and the
_customs of the past. Upon'coming
to the United States, Olgawants to.
continue = wearing ~ mOUINing
clothes for her mother for at least
five years. But her gister;Kanta,
can’t wait to toss aside her black
dresses and  stockings and don

‘more colorful and softer American
apparel. Olga also balks at the idea:
“of going to church: As she explains
to her father, “No self- respecting
- gitl beyond the age of 11 lets her-
self be seen in church until her
wedding day. You know that!”
- Olga eventually “finds " solace,"



ity and: purpose in mamage

and' maternity. In contrast; Kanta
develops a keen business sense o
and comes to negotiate financial -
transactions advantageous to her -
and the family. Instead of wai ng .
to be:chosen-as a bride, Kanta
proactive: in finding  herself
Greek husband of her hkmg She
also sklllfully avmds

he:

of a daughter—m-law to her hus:

band’s parents, prevalent - ir
Northern Epirus at the time.

In recounting the many dramat

ic events of his life and the life o

his family, ‘Gage does not restrict

hlmself to psychologxcal trath. Ju;

as “Eleni” contains an astoundmg
amount: of meticulous historical
and. sociological - research on
-Greece in general and on Epirus
‘and his birth village of Lia i ]
ticular, “A Place for Us”: provid
~a detailed explanation of how. th
- particular twists -and: turns’ of: 1
“tional, international and local eco
nomic, social and political force
altered his life and the lives of
family- and other Greek im
grants.

Indeed, Gage has been widély
acclaimed for the theroughness'
and scrupulousness of his " re-
search. He states that he never re-
lied on just-one source for infor-
‘mation, but on several historical ¢ or
other documeuts and on numer--
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ous interviews. According to
Gage; none of the facts in any of
his books have been disproved.

" His careful detailed research is -
evident in-other of his.books. For |
example, his account. of the tem- » is
pestuous love affair between Aris- | tral themes of the book. Gage has
totle Onassis and Maria Callas in | described “Eleni” as a love story -

The course and ultimate resolu-

from this cauldron of emotions to--

“Greek Fire” is-not based on pure. |
gossip, sensationalistic press . re-’|
ports or on: his:own personal spec-
ulations. In preparationfor writing.
this-book, Gage reviewed a multi-
_ tude of newspaper- and magazine
articles-on:Onassis and Callas, and -
conducted- numerous- - interviews
with tHose- who: knew these out--
standing - individuals - the best. |
Gage’s “Greece: Land of Light” is -
chuck full of information and in-
51ght into - Greek. hlstory, art, - United- States andﬂ the- -generous
mythology and village life and his s ' '
“Hellas: A Portrait of Greece” re-
veals his vast knowledge of Greek:
culture, both past and présent.
* In his book, “A Place for Us,” i war. Over time, Nlcholas becomes
Gage describes the developing and ' increasingly aware of the self-cen-
sometimes stormy relations with: ~teredness, dishonesty, pettiness: .
his father. Like Telemachus who ' and- disloyalty of some: of his fa- |
- set sail in search of his long-lost fa~- | ther’s peers (fellow Greeks) and

ther, Ulysses the: hero*vof Homer: i

he learns about: the- many: people

He-also develops a deeper appre-
ciation of the hurdles faced by his
father, who arrived in the United

‘pocket. He admires him for man-
aging -to- support. his family by
working hard and making the'most |
\ of every opportunity. -

| Gage:states that as he: entered

found himself: making foolish mis-
= takes, he: became more: forgiving
| of his father’s errors. For example,

cholas, any “nermal amblvalence. !
" for his wife and children was his

towards his.father mtensxﬁed he i
i assumption that since his family
- had survived the Nazi occupation,
~surely they would survive the
o Greek Civil War: After all, Greeks
‘would Certainly not be as merciless
wards one ‘another as the Ger-
mans had: been ‘Christos was not

= S assumption, for the
cmelty of Greek against Greek in
- the Civil War was a shock to many.

to the outbre >
the nine- year 01

anger he feels towards his father
but “love (and): longing” as well.
“Like any child who has only one
parent left, I longed to-admire my
father,” he writes. -

tion of the inner turmoil resulting

| a mother’s love-for her. children .

and- their love for her: In: many .

. ways. “A: Place for. Us” is: also-a. -
love story -.a:father’s love for his- | 4y
son and the:son’s-growing-love.for. -

. his father. As Nicholas grows into. -
adoleseence and- adulthood;: he
comes-: to- see: and: appremate as-:

. pects of hig: father of which he was: | - s
unaware as-a-child. For example, ' immioss

his father-has:helped come to the

checks he has been sending over: =
seas to relatxves and other Greeks..

 still-suffering from the. ravages of " the international drug trade; cor- |

- Tuption: in the judicial system,

. York T1mes Athensburedu in |

- 1977, Gage. wrote artlcl bout.
comes to:see-and value his father’s | & €S- abou

good-natured soul' more than ever.

States with just a:few dollars in his

adolescence and. adulthood and |

| one reason: his- father hadn’tsent

. and-“Mafia

: -Aﬂe;her fa“'matmgh aspect of
this boek._-,x G

wards his father is one of the cen- - 'Affar wiiting

Hlswn ing kﬂls grew as h helped
h]S fat T wnte lett g

- mentand: other officials on behalf

j of lmpovenshedfGreeks in Greece

- xpeses on organized cnme [

‘Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew.
After being made chief.of the New

the= turbulence in Lebanon,- the |
leaders of Jran and Irag, and the
Russmn‘_mvasmn of Afghanistan. -
‘He:was-awarded an. honorary doec-
toratefrom Boston Upiversity, his. |
alma mater, and has produced sev- |
eral films, including “Fleni” and a |
1970’s telewsxon series;. “The An-
 dros-Targets.” In addition to- the
- books- mentioned thus. far, Gage |-
has-also written “The Mafia i is Not
an: Equal Opportumty Employer” |-
U.S:A.,” both- non-fic-
| tion; and two noveIs . “Bones: of




Contention” and “The Bourlotas
Fortune.” '

There: are ‘many unforgettable-

scenes in-Gage’s “A Place for Us”
and not all of them are tragic. Who

can forget Nicholas’ little: boy de-

light as he eats a “sandwich™ he

makes by stacking five bars:of that

American wonder - chocolate -

one on top of another; or his fami-

ly’s “very Greek” reaction to his
receiving the Hearst prize in 1963
straight from the hands of Presi-
dent: John. F. Kennedy. After
meeting with. Kennedy,. Gage. de-

scribes how he rushes. to-his-hotel -
room: to call his- family “and tell-
them about.the.president. They lis-- =
tened politely, but all they. asked

was-whether he had offered me

anything to. eat.” (My “yiayia” -

would have asked the same: >: ques-
tion.) .

In his book and in interviews,
Gage talks about: how he: draws
strength. from staying close-to his
Greek American community and
to his: sisters: and: their. families.

When asked what he. thought it

means to be Greek in America to-
day Gage mentioned several fac-
" “tors. “Greekness,” in his view, in--
volves not only a deep attachment -
“to-one’s family, but a:commitment
to give back to one’s community. It - I
also involves an appreciation: of -
‘the many sacrifices and struggles.

our Greek and Greek American

forefathers “had to: make to: pre= -
~serve and pass on their culture and

values; and as'a Tesult of that ap-
prematxon, assuming some respon-

Church: “and
Worcester Massachusett_;s ,
area’ where he currenﬂy Tesic
well as-in various Greek concems

_such-as the Cyprus issue-and the -

81b1hty for contmumg thenj efforts gagc com

; practzcmg counselzng psycﬁologzstrw,

- achievement; e says that it is his
three chlldren, Christos,. Elem and:}Z_

telhgencé and"fcreétlvxty Sut most 3
of all; in' the fact that “they are .
good: peqple .

er, his wife Joan.
For: more - mformanon about; ¥
Gage see: the websxte, WWW. mck— :

Aphradzt 'Matsakw, PhD, a

. the author of the baok, “Growmg- -
. - Up Greek in St. Louis,” (Arcadia:
tobe acmiet the: Greek Orthodox;:f'?
. commumty‘ S
-the:
es;as -
- Matsakis™
- sakis.com.

Publishing, 2002) a- personal. ac-
count of the-challenges of growing

“up (fegale) in-two worlds ir a vi-

brant Greek American community.

website: is: -www.mat-

.'6)‘{;

for which he gives -
“much:credit t thexr lovmg moth—'



